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 As we celebrate the inauguration of our first African American President, 

on the heels of Martin Luther King Day, I hope that, amid all the celebrations of 

this historic occasion, we will not forget that we have many dreams still to be 

realized. For instance—  

I have a dream that one day we will not only talk about the Moses or 

Joshua generations, but will lift up the Miriams and Rahabs to designate 

generations that have seen and claimed the promise for all. 

 I have a dream that some day we will not need to lift up the examples of 

any one religious or philosophical tradition over another in order to make a 

point. 

 I have a dream that soon, very soon, a woman will not have to choose 

between having an outstanding career or being a good mother because support 

systems will be in place for enabling her to be both. 

 I have a dream that we are on the eve of a universal health care system 

that enables all women and all men to choose the kind of work they really love 

because they are not handcuffed to the health care benefits of a particular job. 

I have a dream that sooner rather than later it will not be unusual for 

women to occupy most seats in the U. S. Senate and House of Representatives or 

to sit in majority on the U.S. Supreme Court—or on any ruling body anywhere in 

the world. 

 I have a dream that it will one day be in the natural course of events to 

celebrate a woman who is being sworn in as President of the United States. 



 I have a dream that our daughters and granddaughters will no longer 

need to ask why the leaders of the world's religions and spiritual traditions are 

almost always male (Jesus, Mohammed, Krishna, Confucius, the Buddha, the 

Dalai Lama, the Pope).   

I have a dream that our language—and all the languages of the world—

will honor the feminine as much as the masculine and will one day transcend the 

use of gender-specific norms. 

 I have a dream that the God we worship, in whatever form or shape, will 

never again be the province of any one gender or creed. 

 And, last but not least, I have a dream that our hopes and dreams will 

transform the world into a more compassionate and caring place for all and we 

will truly walk together on sacred ground. 

 

 


